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” Biſhop of LO. N(D O Is Ninth 

"FR | 

TONFERENCE 
With his 


CLERGY, &c. 


; Aving at ſeveral times formerly taken notice of 
ſo many of the Subjects of theſe Injundtions 


, 25 coricern the Cl in general, except thele 

| | lbs he it might noc be amils to defire your ad- 
ther F: ally fince the Vanity of being 

Good natur , too often tempes Men to 

charge of 2 good Conſcience, and the cafinefs/ of 

te draws them into thoſe things which ae 

mvenient, but ſometinits Scandalous, | 


"7 4 


4 The Words of the Fifth Injunction run thus. © That 

| bpm of the 3 4th. Canon, which relates to the giving 5-2. 5. 
tes, concerning the Lives and Maniners' 

"who are to be Ordained, be ſtrictly looked'to. ' 

that he Biſhops lay it on the Contcientes of the 


Az 6« CO! 71 


iy 


Can. 24 


2. Cer 3. 1. 
Rom. 16. 1, 
Can. Apoſtolo- 
ran 33 

( A } Philippt 
Prooru de bt- 
tern Canonics 
diſſertario. 
Paris.167 58 


verſe Fuſtells. 
Parif. Ed.” 


 mendatory and Teſtimonials for the Security and 


' four firſt General Councils. Which gave ground co thalk 


ration of thoſe Letters Dimutlory and Teſtimonials only 


*Clergy, that they ſign no Certificates, unleſs, upy 
*their:own ' knowledg, they judge the Perſons-tok 
* duly Qualified, | 

The words of the Canon, fo far as this Injunttion; 
grafted upon it, are thefe :"< Except he ſhall then exhiby 
« Letters Teſtimonial of his good. Lite aad ,Conveth, 
«tion, under" the Seal of ſome College in Conbridge « | | 
*« Oxford, where before he remained, or of three or fou 
*« grave "Miniſters, together with the Subſcription and 
«F eſtimiony of other Credible Perfons, who ha 
* known' his Life and Behaviour by the ſpace of Thee 
« Years next before. | 


The Church had. ſeyeral occaſions for Letters * 
o 


varion- of her Diſcipline,” according to the exi 
different Ages, as well for the brotherly and hoſpitable 
Reception of thole that travel'd into Forain JuriſdiQtiong 
as. for the ſatisfaction of thoſe Churches they went 
that they might not be Impoſed upon by Falſe Br 
Theſe were called Super; imaonei by St. Paul. 
were. afterwards called Litere Canonice; and ſomet 
Formate. Of which you have a learned diſcourſe.wyine 
by- Priorius (=) But 1 believe you would be more: 
tisfied- in; the reaſon and authority of this ſort of Credentis 
als fromthe Canons of che Catholick Church, (b) undevtie 


ſo many and divers directions afterwards in che following 
cular Councils of ſeveral Nations. Burt this wer 
too large'a Work, and roo much belide our purpole wi 
treared of at this time, yin 
We will . therefore confine our ſelves tro rhe. conkde 
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to ſuch as ſeek. to enter into holy Orders... And 
won. will appear in the beſt light, if we proceed 
/ I ytheſe Three ſteps. 


1 Tolook into the, Appointment of them. 

\ | |, Tocxamineche Reaſon of that Appointment, 

«| It, To apply that Reaſon to our Behaviour in. this 

'2 = particular. 

16 

e| 1 As ro the Appointment, it is ſo obvious a method 

e lo come to the knowledge of any thing otherwile, our 

[dou reach: chat without queſtion ic muſt have been 

; I is. yoiverſal Practice of all Ages. Bur ic will (ufhce 

| a keep within the compals of our own Profeſſion. 

"When Moſes directed the People ro find out fir Men to = 

| ke Rulers over them, amongſt other Enquiries, he would 

| lethem expect good Teſtimonials from their Neighbours »,,,. .. .;. 

| adAcquaintance. Take ye wiſe men and under ſtanding, and 

if inn among your Tribes, When the Apoltles inlfuted 

, they gave this charge co the Diſciples, Look ye 42. ;: 

Waneng ye ſeven men of boneft report, We fee the reaſon 

ly why St. Paul rook Timathy forth with bim, becauſe 44. < x 
well reported of by the Brethren that were at Lyſtra and 1," * 

kegum. T he Characters St. Paul requires of ſuch as are to 

Eadmirted ro the Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts or. Deacans,, 

ems the agcelſiy of good Teſtimonials ; becauſe many 

«thoſe Particulars upon which that CharaCter depended, 

uld not otherwiſe b lo well made out. And there» , 7; , . 

fore he ſays, A Biſhop muſt bave a good report of them * '* 

- & without, And of Deacons, Let theſe alſo fuſt — 

prove. 


In 


— —_ - Awe 


* conformity to this neceſſary Method of proceedinghy " 
the Church practiſed ever fince. So it was in St, Gyrigh 


(a) xpif. 38. (a) rime. © In the Ordination of Clergymen) mo 


RE» © beloved Brethren, we are uſed to conſult you bek, 


enibu Clerice- & 2nd by common conſent examing, both che Manner j 


rum Fratres 


charm, ſo- © Merits of each Perſon. For this reaſon it is. that J* 
cofulve & Council of Nice (b) would have every one Ordained in they | * 
meres a: mer Gon Dioceſe, where they are known. It any Vi n 

4 


14 fſingulorum 


communi con» © ſha] preſume to take one out of another Diocele and(x. 
Filio ponderare. <c . Y ; d N n f 
@) 1; rw © dain him in his Church, without the conſent of his 


a 73547; © Bilhop, from whom he tas departed, ſuch Ordinatiah 


ou Try 


wedagier- © ſhall be void. Tg the farne purpoſe is char of Chalcedm(gj 
bow &s of as) T Strahge and unknown Clergymen are by no meansro q 


ons ©« ficiate in another Ciry without commendatory 
: On *from their own Biſhop, Burt theſe primitive Councils 
now, 25+ the Apoſtolick practice too freth before them, to need! 
Gwe, 2 particular directions as were given by later Councils.” 
aug; 151. mong which \you have one that ſays, (4d)."< Becaufeit m 
ger: 16 * fo Fall our thar they who deſire to get into Holy 

ects 8 «525 © may give a falle account of their Lives and Conver 
Fus ©# triyd cc 


mer ze o- © a5 likewile of their Pedigree : to the end that every way! 
seme#y 228 © Brand and Deceit may be ſtopt: lethim that is to be 


$4dt wy T4 iis f Sf 

emowns, wi © roted to any Degree bring with him Letters from 
o' Gas nds. ,Q 1. - 

ws xe1y6r. © dinary, or the chick Men of the Place where he was 


Concil, Cha ix 


22. Can 13, © Of Wont to inhabit, by which he may be che 
(4) us cor, © Of Full Age, of a good Converſation, ve. which unles 
e-gere pref, © bring to the Biſhop, let him not be Ordained, unlelst 


5 108 CIOS * . . 
"s oc. Th 
©:dines c12/e- © appear evident to him ſome other way, &c. ere i 
ann velit, £11. I; 's } a {l, , 
gi pen likewile another remarkable Paſſage in the ſame Cound, 
b "O'S y = 
morum pr ovi- : : 
EArEIN, WOCHON YENMS TRORITIAHFIY ; tr Omg ia frauds doloque precludatur, hiteras ſecum defmnes 
Oven us 4 Judice O Aero VO cornful; bus [+ Cs rode © 111m duxerit, ſroe quem incolere con/uevertyj® 
bus teflertr ſe 1danca erate boriiſque moribus preditum, © legittmo ſanguine ſeu matrimonse ori: 
wi Epiſcope obtuletst, ordine nou donerur, myji Lac ei ater perſpicua ſint, &©c. Concil. Narbon. 


«(/Wherein ſhall be contained this Clauſe, whoniwe find 


F,. - re ſa) Owbm 
4 te ft and worthy ; or elſe no credit ſhall be giver tothe Gunc myerce 


« To the ſame purpoſe it is expreſled.in angther Quem idone* 
ne « (4) Dioceſans are nor to promote afny'to Holy mncimls 
«Orders, before they have ſeen Teſtimonials from the Mi- == "rerir fe 


der babebitur, 


«ſter of their Pariſh, wherein ate contained the Depoſiti- £- no 
ins of ewo/ or three approved unſulpeRted Witneſſes, $2,997 
upon Oath, of the ſufficiency of cheir Age, 'and of 2;<cvv/ms 


ad al, 7 
tir commendable and unblamed Life. © Thus we ee, 5m" 9-4 


« tay eaſily gather from what has been quoted, that 5m: (never: 


TV a OO» CV" IE ST OT 


; && Church was carctul in all Ages to admir of none but —_ 
? yproved Perſons to the Miniſtry. Peaks, yup 
'L Therefore it may be convenient in the ſecond place wm au er:- 
{ { ibok into che Reaſons of this cautious Proceeding. And ae 
[I alydiey arc ſo natural, that ic is impoſſible they ſhould ow” Fn 

any Debate. For common Reaſon cells us; we muſt nes jur aments 

vur Infortriation from others in choſe things, the no- 777%, fa 


yhercof we cannot attain ro by our ſelves : and Expe- 52 <taris 


teaches us to have a care whom we believe, So-that 4 probes 
2 Tefficiony is required, we ate to receive it with 912 Cont: 
MWatinels. Now that part of ſatisfadtion relating ro Soon 
and Converſation, which ought to be had before Per- 
| admitted into Holy Orders, generally cannot be 

by wichour ſufficient Teftimonials: Which how: 
woully they ſhould be admitted, appears plainly from. 
wil conſequences of a Miſtake in this kind. For 


|. + Vhat a grievous Offence would it be to: good Men 
-tomeer with ſuch ſpors in! cheir Feafts / 
L How would ie make the Sacrifices of God-to be 
F 'bathied and abhorred eſpecially of the weaker and 
4 wore'undiſtingriiſh ing fort of People ! 


: 


Des put ane 


employ wits 

amitabsle. 

Horat. 

fa) Lib 4* 

de vera fapt- 
| 0d. 


x" 
f 
[1 
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"23/ How every way would God be provoked''and ii 

Honour blaſphemed | - | 
What a provocation would. it be to deſpiſe. te 
Ordinances of God, to uncharitablenels, and-w9.e. 
rertain ll choughts of Religion iclelf for. the laked 
him that miniſſer in it ! 

5. As Example is che great director in che Liyes.aad 
Converſation of men ; what a fatal Miſguidance myft 
it be, when they who are ſer up for Lights toth 
World, turn ignes fatui, and lead people our of the 
way by their evil Practices! The Eye has a mug 
quicker ſenſe than the Ear, and makes a ftrongerin. 
preſſion upon the Mind, For Imitation of me 
lee, as it is more ealy, fo it is more natural than'ty 
learn by Precepts. (a) Men, therefore ſays Laflaw- 
us, chooſe Examples before words,becauſe it is much tafu 
to ſay than todo, Words are bur {peculative: Expr 
ons, and may pleaſe the Fancy : but Deeds maketh 
deepeſt Impreſſions on the Heart, We may admir 
a man for his Ingenuity, that ſers excellent Rug: 

' but if he Practiſe by other meaſures, we are. apter 
follow his Life, than his Do&trine. 

If then we pur all Conſiderations together, and conlide 
how - wks 1 in the ſight of God and how pernicious 
men the diforderly walking of thole' who: are admitted int 
Holy Orders, would be : what care has or can the Chard 
take, which may prove too much to prevent ſo greatan 
vil! be 

Ill. Therefore yeſee of how weighty a Concern it istlu 
ye behave yourſelves uprighcly in giving Teſtimonials v 
thoſe who are to ſerve at the Alcar, that neither Fear, + 


4. 
f, 


» & ,, TY CONTI 


vour, AﬀeRtion, ' nos Indifference 
a raſh, much leſs a falſe Certificate. 


prevail wich youw Pf || 


i | If ny Man ſhould recommend an Officer to the'Scate 

| 4a1l Adventures or out of Partiality, and this Man ſhould 
t | prove any ways unfit for his Employment: would it nor 
» | Fring Shame upon the Voucher, and a publick Curſe for 
ks unadviſed Officiouſnels > What an unneighbourly 

is it to put a Servant upon another Man, whoſe 
Faults we know, or at leaſt are ignorant of his Yertues ? 
kis unkind and unjuſt at the beſt, and may prove barba- - 
rus. What Name then can we give that Action which 
impoſes an unfaichful Servant upon the Church of God, 
where his Honour and the eternal Concern of his Creature's 
Gul is engaged, and endanger the Death of fo many as 
te would ſave alive. 

[ will charicably hope, that no Man is wiltully guilcy 
of 2 Tranſgrefſion of this Nature. Bur we are apt ro be 
of oo calie a Diſpoſition in this Caſe : and either our of an 
wwillingaeſs to diſoblige a Friend, or a defire to pleaſe 
him, or for (ome particular Kindneſs, or thro' an incon- 
iderate Eaſineſs, to flatter ourſelves with a General Preſum- 
prion, that all is well; and fo yield to a blind Compli- 
ance, 

ladeed if ſuch ſort of Frailties might plead Spoon 
by being common ; I know not any may bid fairer for ir, 
wan this : bur the il] Conſequences are ſuch, as admit of 
wExcule, For the Fitneſs of the Perſon to be admitted, 
to his Morals, depends {o entirely for the moſt part upon 
the Integfiry of the Teſtimonial : thar a Failure on this 
renders the Cercifier partaker of another Mans Sins, by loa- 
ding the. Ordinance, of God with ſo heavy and ſo nulchie- 
vous a Scandal. . In effet it is a lying to God, if unad- 
viedly.we recommend an ill Man to his Service. 


— 


”—_ NY J_—— — a. AC. 1 —" 2 RNVÞ = www 


— 


B 
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Ye ought therefore not only for Reputation, but fy 
Conſcience ſake, to be very wary whom ye witneſs for: 
that ye have a competent intimacy in the knowledge gf 
them, as having to anſwer before God as well as Men fo 
what ye do in this kind. 


Il. The Injunction we have hitherto conferred upon, is 
to keep ſafe the Door of the Church ; that none be admitted 
ro enter into.it, but ſuch as are fic for the Miniſtry : this 0. 
ther is to admoniſh ſuch as are already entred; that they 
walk as in the ſight of God, and do not by an unwary Be. 
haviour bring reproach upon his Service. The Injunftion 
is this. © Fhat the Biſhops (hall look to the Lives and 
« Manners of their Clergy, that they may be in all things 
<* regular and exemplary according to the 75th. Canon, 
The Canon upon which this is grafted runs thus, © No 
« Eccleſiaſtical Perſons ſhall at any time, other than for 
© their honeſt Neceflicies, reſort to amy Taverns or Ale 
« houles, neither ſhall they board or lodge in any (uch plz 
«ces, Furthermore they ſhall not give themſelves to any 
« baſe or ſervile Labour, or to Drinking or Rior, ſpending 
« their Time idly by Day or by Night, playing ar Dice, 
« Cards, or Tables, or any other unlawful Game: burat 
« all rimes convenient, they ſhall hear or read ſomewhatof 
« the "ay Scriptures, or ſhall occupy themſelves with 
« forne_ other Honeſt Study or Exercile, always doing tht 
*«chings which ſhall appertain to Honeſty, and endeavour 
* ing to profit the Church of God, having always in Miad 
+ chat they ought to excel all others. in Purity of Life, a0d 
« ſhould be Examples to the People to live well and Civ 
« ſtianly, under painof Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures to be ink 
*«Cted with ſeverity, according to the Qualities of theirl 


—_— — > a a. a. 
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Whenever ye read over, as I hope ſometimes ye do, the 
Exhortation that goes before the Queſtions in the Form for 
Ordaining Prieſts; ye will there find the Matter of this Ca- 
"on treated in a fuller and more Pathertick Stile. © Nor at 
all to derogate from the Expreſſion of the Canon, - For 
Laws we know, ought to be in as few and plain Words 
may be : whereas Advices upon thole Laws, have a Pri- 
vilege to enforce che Reaſonableneſs of them by the moſt 
werful Arguments that can be found out, and to apply 
temolt prevailing Inducements for their Obſervation. 

The main Scope of this Canon ſeems to be a _ 
Diretion to the Clergy, that they ſhould not be guilry of 
kich and ſuch Irregularities, which are of the moſt-noily 
lorand give the moſt Publick Scandal. For however 
there may be others, as Covetouſnels, Il] nature or the like, 
that may cry as loud againſt us art the laſt day : yer thoſe ze i; 15 
enumerated in the Canon are of a more clamourous kind 
in this World. Burt theſe are not all of the ſame nature. 
forlome are abſolutely unlawful as Drunkeanels and all 
ſorts of Riot : others are ſo only by accident, as Cards, 

Dice, Taverns and Alehoules, 

The former ſeems nor fitting to be taken notice of upon 
this occaſion. For we are not to imagin, that any of 
our Brethren can be guilty of ſuch groſs Mildemeanouws, 
8s would render them the molt unforcunate of Mankind. 
Thewrerched Stare ſuch [1] Habits bring boch-upon Body 
ad Mind is the leaſt to be conlidered, Were ic barely che 
dſeputation of ſuch courſes, whichto an Ingeruous Man 
$moregrieyous, than the loſs of Life ; ic were bura light 
matters in compariſon of thoſe diſmal Conſequences, which 
atend ſuch dilorders, Nay che Scandal, take ir alone,- is 
20thing when compared with the effects of ir, dime te 


B 2 lachryme, 


lachryme ; here lies the Tranſcendency of the Miſchief, he. 
ſides the Diſhonour to God and his Worlhip, ir ſtagger 
the Believer, it drives the weak Brother out of the Con- 
oregation, giving great occaſion for Schilm, confirms the 
Diflolute, and makes the Atheiſt criumph. - Therefore 
I ſay, we ought rather to prelume, that ſuch deſtructive 
Vices can never cake Root among't us: than by Dehor. 
tations from what may be, caule Unwary and Malicious 
Men to conclude, that the Plague is already begun, and 
ſo bring a preſent Obloquy upon the Fun&ion. | wiſh 
therefore I have not ſaid roo much upon this point, | 
will ſay no more: bur proceed to thole other [rregulari. 
ties, Which are ſo by Accident. 
Theſe we find to be of Two ſorts. 


I. Such as relate to' matters abſolutely Prohibited, 
II, Such as are only ſo Conditionally. 


I. The things abſolutelyFgrohibiced in this Caſe 
are Cards, Dice and Tables/$not as meerly unlawful 
in themſelves, bur of ſuch a nature as for good re 
ſons may be forbidden. Por at the beſt they can no way 
rurn to any profitable account, only ſerve to amule at 
very Idle Hours. And thenthey are apt to draw on luch 
Miſchievous and Wicked Conſequences ; that if from the 
experience of ſuch ill Effects, our Governours ſhould not 
have power to Reſtrain the Cauſe, they would be hin- 
dred from anſwering one of the greateſt ends of thei 
Appointment. And therefore it is abſolutely neceſlat, 
that they have a Power, in Prudence to wich-hold us from 
what is Dangerous: as in Juſtice to forbid what is ſimply 
Evil. An Army otherwile would be in a deſperate cond 
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ion, eſpecially when near an Enemy, where the Loſs of 
Gain of an opportuniry'is ſo tickliſh, and for che moſt part 
(irrecoverable : if we ſhould allow fuch Privileges to 
be diſpured, And tho in the Civil Adminiſtration com- 
nonly the miſchief of ſuch a Licentiouſnels would, not ſo 
quickly be felr : yer, like a lingring Diſcaſe, ic would 

w more and more uneaſie to the State, till che one con- 
duded in the ruin of the other. 

I: the things therefore that pertain unto Godlineſs, 
where the loſs is not Tranſttory and Finice, +but Eternal; 
how much more ready ought we to be, in owning that Au- 
horiry, which would keep us out of Harms-way! For 
s fad before, Gaming is a Diverſion that can do no 
Good, it is at beſt bur an Idle Amulſementy it may do- 
much Harm. The tempracions it carries. with it are. 
many and dangerous.lf it proceed not at firlt from a covetous 
nclination, it ſeldom fails of concluding, init (a), ,, And (2) mhower 
thi frequently upon ill fortune caules great Paſſion, | which 99%, 1644? 


at ' larpe "the: 


oten breaks out into Curling and Swearing, ' ſornetimes. /zam/ut con 
xended with ſuch horrid Blaſphemies as would be dread». (ohere 8 


tertainment, 


ful to name. | Beliyes Ir Creates Quarrelg, | that are,toq,ohs/.; the juſt 
zn found guilty of Murder. And after all this,; we {ee {0 —_—y 
dearly from conſtant experience, how natural it is to, TU an the ls 
mo theſe Inconveniencies : thac we may ſafely ſay, who- ma > 


mer yentures upon this Liberty, runs himſelf inco ſuch £7 © conſul 


- Trattat. Tra- 
Temptations, as he knows not where they will egd. ;., \,,;.*«- Poridis 
. yy "de Putco 

No wonder then if we meet with reſtrictive. Laws atiorm de tn- 


do. Num. 1. 


in thoſe places, where the(e idle Divertiſements haye been, 7. re 
followed, Our own Laws are an inſtance; where: in (b) *< 71-7: 

- wage (bd) 33-48. 
one of them notice is taken of the many precedent Laws-c: 


againſt them : and particularly they are forbid, not only 


& unprofitable, bur as cfkeminating the perſons ca- 


all; 
| gaged 


caged in them, For they are obſerved to hinder tho 
Manly and uſeful exerciſes of Arching and he: like, 
which prepare Mens Bodies for Agility in War, and 
Vigour in other Employments for the Publick Good, A. 
nother (a) is very ſhort, but yer complains of the mil. 
(5)15.ca.2. cievGiis effects of ſuch prohibited Games, whereby ldly 
EP arid Diſfolute Perſons are drawn togecher, and take thy 
occaſion to contrive Robberies and other Villanies. The 
laſt (6) is ro prevent the fatal coniequences which fall 
often” upon whole Families, whoſe Fortunes are fairly 
or fowly Impaired, it nor Ruined, by che Extravagange 
(c) S-a- and Folly of a Young Heir, and many times by thoſe 
es peeing. that Fhould have more Wit, And to {hevy that it is 6g 
, 5 new thing, we'may find che like caution taken in' for: 
zee bij4, reier dayes,- fee the Roman (c) Laws. Nay it goes further 
WA 7ud if another place, (4) and not only makes the Deb con 
rigs £212 trated by Gaming void, bur likewiſe the ready 
y.C:4.3-t.. laid dowti by the Loofer recoverable by Law : alledging, 
Dex, a» ariongft other reafons for this diſcouragement, the Pro- 
ex. k 3- ©. phaneneſs and horrid Blaſphemies, which are occaltoned 
by the onate proſecution of ſuch Gaming. 

Attaluis King of Afia ar his lerfure hours recreated him 
(eff m' his Gardens, and fometirzes diverred hindfelt im 
Caſting of Statues. It is faid of Demetrius Polorcetes 
that his Paſtime was ſpent in making Warlike Engines: 
and of Enropus' King of Macedon, chat at his Ga be 
he made Lights. It is reported that the Kings of Parti 
were uſed to Ipend their idle hours in Sharpoing of Speass 
And Dionyſus the younger, when he was at Peace, would 
contrive little Wains, Scats and Tables with wondenl 
Art. ' 1 ſuppoſe the cuſtom of the Otromon Emperd 
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Wo, 
* upon the ſame ground, to irivite their Subj 
ie mnple to ſpend oa Rn in fornet ing 
far may be Ptofreable. To this end the Remanrencourag'd 
ne bur ſuch Games as conſiſted is manly and robuft 
Ferciſe, which for the number were called Pentathlun :. 
kar no time might be loſt, but theit very Sports om 
mke them Active and Hardy for time of War, At it 
4x purpoſe failed, they were fure to- get Health and 
Yigour by it, befides the avoiding the many inconvenien. , 
is of Idlencfs, or the other effetninacte Diverriſernionts, + 'Exiraoms 
Now of all Men it moſt behoves us of the Clergy 6 NdurG: ws- 
walk Circumſpetly in theſe _—_ as apps by hs Curator, 
lpoftolick (4) Canon, For we are fet up as Li Co erragheas 
rye tes and where Laws ate made io ſich —" 
mighty Motives, as thoſe abovementioned, we 6ught 
my carefully to fer a good m—_— paying our ue- 
moſt Obedience to thera. If the Blood-of him, who Fs" 
NN in his Wiekedneſs, and whom we have not | ERR de 
ted, ſhall be required at our Hands : how much more. 7:m. 5. 14. 
ſhall we be anſwerable for his Tranſgrefſions, whom we 
vr elves have mifled by our unwary Behaviour! Of 
which Se. Pant has warned us in his advice to Tamorhy, Be 
mt partaker of other Mens Sins. Bur after all' it ſeems ro 
x xluperfluous, and [ hope it is (tho abundans caxtela 
mm necet ) to warn thoſe that ſerve at the Altar, to be' cani- 
ous in having to do with ſuch things, as oftentimes 
aules ſo great Offence and Scandal. Eſpecially fince 
ae duty ot our Abſtinence ſhould carry us far beyond 
ele conſiderations : even by denying onrſelves, i1þan 0oc- 
alon, thoſe things which may be both Lawtul and 
etul for us. Thus we find S. Paul governing himſelf, 1% 12-24: 
Al thing; are lawful for me, but all thinzs- are'not expedient : woes Poon; 


all pm tow lawful for me, but all things edifie not. Andwhy 
he preſcribes to himſelf, in the tollowing part of the Chap 
ter, he gives as #Rule co all Chriſtians under che particuly 
caſe of Meats offered to Idols. 

Dereriorerome. If what has been (aid, ſeems to bear too hard upap 

wer Ter. this point : ro be ſure it is an Error on the lafcſt-ſide; and 

"_ will eaſily be pardoned by all, that are worthy tohayei 
asked at their hands. For Liberty, eſpecially in thing 
this kind, is like an edged cool : whicly it not-ski 
managed, cuts'the Fingers, it not che Throat of hinythy 


ules it, ” *t 


IL. The other Prohibicion is conditional : becauſeth 

thing forbid is only ſo occaſionally. For Publick-Houls 

are neceflary for Travellers and Way-Faring People; a 
convenient many times for mecting upon common B 

fineſs. But, as many things appointed for good Endiar 

abuſed, ſo none more Chamelully chan theſe, That whit 

. was appointed for Refreſhment, is made the receptade'd 

(a) Ef aliquid Idlenels and Debauchery : and that which is allowedls 
Juo« non 972; honeſt Purpoles, is too. frequencly made uſe of to contri 


4m Ora Miſchief; However, the deſign of the Canon in chispa: 
Bal, ticularis to 'warn us of two Dangers ; the one relating 
our Selves, and the other tro our Neighbour. Both ie) 
to be obſerved, and ſubjected to that caution of Tully (« 
There are ſome things which ought not to be done, tho they 


Lawful. 


[. In relation to our Selves we ſhould conſider yer 
well, what fort of Company we are like to meetWi 
in thoſe Publick-Houles, before we go to them.” Whette 
we may not be drawn into a complailance that may: 
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Piſcteroa. For if your Gompaay: ve -picn ro 
i ics'the {atercſt of thoſe eo promete it, 
md by coaſcquence they will: be. luce to do. its, Beſides 
dere is anocher .rcafon {howld make us my . how we 
with invicacons eo: ſuch — = oe ag 
in yielding, to. intportunines, of tis «1rd, we 
Feiſty fieal-icro-an Idle Habit ; and. Inſtead of 4, Mo- 
&# Complyance, when-we are asked che, queſtion, be- 
ave aclaſt forward. > artack:. athers. - News: repente fat 
qopiſhans: buc it is ſo rikcural to advance.in Folly, that, 
addefs'a Man keep 2 firict hand upon hiealelf,. che Clowd 
wiich (cerm'd: but as a Hand at firſt, may. in @ lizcle time 


dive ſuch a Stornd/afcer/ ic, -ns may Overmhelm. cholc 
that come in irs way. . Now'the ready: courſe fora Man 
wawid the Danger af theſe Teraprations, is 26) take up 
ifam Reſolution never ro go (into any of thoſe Houles, 
wheaie may reaſonably be avoided. For ſuch. a Reloly- 
thn-once well fix'd, will keep him always: bpoa his 
Guard; and he will never dothe thing, vill he ices a very 
wood or neceſlary reaſon for it. 


[L- The care we ought co have upon this account in re- 
ſpett ro our Neighbour, is neither to fer: him aw ill Ex- 
e, nor give him Oftence by abuling our Liberty. 
tives roo juſt a. cante of ſulpitioa/to; be ſeen. in dilorder- 
JOnnpany, tho' we be ever {0. Sober our fel ves : and - 
bnever to be excuſed from ſerring a It Exarnple, '1 
Wwe unduly or roo Cequinidatians theſe places. Indeed 
te'Abuſes commirred in them are {o Scandalous and-in- 
know ; thar | ſhould chink no conſideration likelier/10 
_—_ wile in this regard, 


For 


C 


= 
For /it ruſt be confefled, char Idlenehs ind Tilngas 
Faults, 'whereverxhey are found : bur in Publick-Hous 
they are doubly Scandalous and Shameful, becauſe thy 
are lyable ſo much 'more to expoſe to-the View and Cay 
fare of all che World: [Therefore it is no new thing to 
(2) Tracie FEE ſuch marters animadverted upon.” | Claudius Ceſar 
biferics Dx- put down all Ins And it our Antient'Laws 
Ceſer-m Cau- take no notice of theſe matters; it is, becaule Enylai 
Btw: 4ver. generally ſpeaking, was a/Sober Nation, rill the-Falkiag 
Jy» * was brought over from Forcax Parts, where betcerthing 
17.Co. 1492. might have been learnt. Bur when once this evil Pradkc 
took place 'amongt us, - the. Incoaveniencies:. were! f 
many; the Scaridals1o:grofs and the Miſchief, to the Public 
fo apparent; thar/ you will-had from that date | 
more ' trialy-direted/:t6 be-look'd after, nor 
with quicker Penalties upon the Offender, nor ofcner te 
peated than the Laws which animadvert upon tholeths 
— haunt ſuch Publick-Houtes or chat azer:the 
keepers of them ; as well as thoſe that are taken in au 
(dr. 7ac. -9 diſorder. (b) 
$72: 4%. TheSumod allis this. Ic is juſtly expeted, chart 
a .7*-©7- Honour of God, 'the Service of his Church and \Gogddl 
3. Cr. <. 3-5: Mens Souls fhould be always upon: our Minds, whenme 
| give Teſtimonials . for thole that: are to ſerve in God 
Houſe : 'that-neiches 'for Fear-noc Favour, but as in Cot: 
ſcience we may- anſwer betore God and Man for tht 
Truth of what we -certifie. As being well afſuxed; # 
through _—_ or Eaſineſs we Sublcribe to what: 
arc not well appriſcd of from our own expericnce-z. Whit 
ever harms comes. by the: unfitnels or Scandal- of there 
ſons ſo recommended, we ſhall be deeply. partake abt 
Guilt of. ic, belides[the great blame of Raſhneſs in a 
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chat 4 _" And as for zvoiding offence we are 
ajrrin mm all appearance of Evil: =. eſpecially are we 
obliged/not to- engage our {elves in thole things, which 
ac/of Ill Report. For is wenld be.iimaciahl e 1n-1s to 
ahuſe our. Liberty in thoſe things, which-are. of ill Fame: 
when it is our Ducy to Abſtain even from. things of:com- 
mon uſe and convenience, lo oft as it may give offence. | 
All things indeed are pure ; but it is Evil for that Man who Rem-14.2 
wteth with offence. The pretence of giving a greater luſtre 
wo Chaſticy by raking in Young Women to cohabit purely 
ſox Religious Converſation, would not pals upon the Bs 
Vorld. The (4) Council of Nice; ye know,) as did () Cm 3. 


therwards ſeveral Imperial Laws and Provincial Councils, -—_— 
forbid all ſuch pratice, as Scandalous, becauſe it has an 
il Alpet ; and would therefore make him have fo too, 
that ſhould take it upon him. For as it isa Datum in 
Mathematicks, that if you put unequal things to-equal, 
the whole will be unequal: fo it is in Morality likewilc, 
ta Vertuous Man will be ſo unequally yoaked as to ven» 
wre upon an ation that gives Scandal, himſelf fhall. 
thereby become ſcandalous. For the prevention of which 
thele words of Sr. Pau! may moſt fitly be applied, That no” rom. 14.1hz 
Mas put a Stumbling block or an occaſias to fall m his Brothers | 


vg). 
Thus have Iendeavoured to ſet down the ſubſtance of 
our Conference upon thele two important Injunctions.. 
Vhich when I weigh, wich the Charge thar lies upon us for 
their. due Execution, I Tremble to think of the account 
Wea to give, We are Meſſengers ſent to deliver. the 
Oracles of God ; and Wo be to-us, if we keep them back... 
Veare tewards of the manifold Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
ad Deplorableis our Caſe. if we. be nor found Fai [8 


Yew Wymes Bank fe flu 
our miſcarry, our $ are tO; 
it. ae Hrocke cerrors of the Lord, be! 
chat whenever he ſhall come ye may be found preg 
that comforcble Applauſe, Wl dme, gud 
Servant. Amen. 5.6 
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